6S                   ONE MAN'S ISTDIA
that some snake-charmers very highly
prize, for their business, certain small
bones from the bodies of women who have
died in childbirth, and that in one part of
India elaborate precautions are taken by
the relatives of the deceased to avoid the
dishonour of having portions of a valued
aunt used in the pacification of cobras.)
Stories went on, the powers of the
Indian night had me at their disposal, and
still somehow I was kept by my own
people. My eventual transfer to England
contributed to that end otherwise than
might have been expected. India did not
become more remote for me: with so
much around me from which to recoil,
I withdrew myself often from my en-
viromnent to live in memories of India.
It was no case of home-sickness: never
during even the earliest days in England
did I doubt where my home really was, and
it would have been strange indeed, if,
descending from that Johanes de Wellebi
who held a knight's fee and a half at
Wdby in 1135 by what the Liber Niger